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ON THE VICE OF SWEARING. 


L, was a faying of a great man, that common fwearers 
give their fouls to the devil gratis,’ having no pleafure in 
- geturn for it; and doubtlefs it was well ebferved; for nv 
man in his fenfes can pretend to fay there is amy enjoyment 
in the. pra@tice-of. that particular vicé: let us then fearch 
a little into the motives that prompt men fo often to fall 
into it. It mult, I think, proceed either from a barren- 
nefs of invention, keeping continually bad company, being 
overpowered by liquor, from a falle modefty, which’ is 
afraid to be particular, or, finally, from a moftrous defire 
of being thought wicked, merely’ for the fake of wicked- 
nefs,. without cither pleafure or profit. Barrennefs of in- 
vention is, I believe, the principal motive to {wearing ; 
men are frequently ata lofs for fomething to fay in com- 
pany; a fudden thought arifes; that it may be of ule to 
them as long as poffible, they eke it out with oaths and 
blafphemies, never giving themfelves time to refle@ whe- 
ther it is a vice or not ; they find that fools pay a more 
patticular regard to their converfation, and a§ none are fo 
ftupid but they know how to flatter, the brightnefs of their 


intelle&ts is too often complimented, and they continue to, 


pradtice that which they think gains them univerial atten- 
tion and adimiration, and by that means become incorrigi- 
ble, Bad company will often, by the force of example, 
caufe aman to fwear; if. he has fenfe, reflection inftantly 


feizes him, and he correéts himfelf in time; but if ‘other- j} 


‘wile ten to one but he approves‘of it,’and confequently 
praGifes it. Drunkennefs,“alfo, which is the fource of 
almoft every vice, is often the caule of this in queftion ; 
Tet a man's parts be ever fo bright, af he fuffers Jiquor to 
take poffeffion of the feat of. his underftanding, reafon no 
Jonger prefides ; his pafiens which before lay dormant, rife 
up with redoubled vigour, and hurry him atway impetnoufly 
intg the abyfs of vice, and fwearing in that cafe’ is generally 
‘the forerunner of all the reft, being, as it were 2 fignal to let 
us know that we are no longer our own matters, Happy ig.the 
man that will take the hint, and refign himfelf i into the arms 
\of health-reftoring fleep. 1 ‘have. often ‘known, young men, 
upon their Sirft intredudtion into life,’ tbraugh. a, falfe mo- 

defty, dive into all the vices of their’ Contpartions 5. they 
could not ftand the ridicule ‘of the thoroughi-paced debau- 












chees; to be any ways particular was to them impoffible ; 
they had not as yet enough confidered the beauty of  vir- 
tue, that felf confcioufnels of having done well, which 
enables us to defpife the vices and follies of the giddy mul- 
titude, inftead of imitating them. Many a man has been 
lof for want of that virtuous confidence.—As for the lat 
fet of {wearers, 1 mean thofe who practice it merely becaule 
it isa fin, there is no way for reclaiming them, they feem 
to be the devil’s agents on carth, prowling about, and feek~- 
ing whom they may devour. There is one more motive to 
it: which I am forry to have room to mention, which is, the 
defire young men of fpirit have to bein the fafhion, It 
has been of late too much the cuftom for men of quality 
and fafhion to {wear by way of giving a grace to the con- 


verfation ; others have heedlefsly followed their pernicious 


example, which has been nofmall reafon of its {preading fo 
much: Would the fair fex bat for once undertake to be 
the reformers as well as the polifhers of mankind, and never 
give encouragement to any man, let him be otherwile ever 
fo well qualified, who fhould demcan him(felf fo much as to 
{wear ; would but our men of quality look upon it as much 
an affront for a petion to fwear in their company as to give 


them the lie, then would the vice be exitrpated ; there needs 


no other means to induce men to be virtuous, than to make 


virtue the fafhion. 
Tho’ vice may fhort liv’d pleafare give to fenfe, 
*Tis virtue only can true joys difpentfe. 
=e 


CONTENT. 
eet the waste progrefs of the human courfe’ wna 


events, the principal materials of our cow “orts, or uneafinefs, 
lie within ourfelves. Every age will prove burdenfome to 
thofe who have no fund of happinels in their own breafts. 
Could they be preferved from. all infirmities of frame; could 
they have beftowed upon them, if it were poflible, perpetual 
youth ; ftill they would be reQlefsand milerable, throtigh the 
influence of iff governed paflions—Ie is not (urprizing that 
fach people are peevith; and querulous when old, Unjufily 
they impute to their time of Jife that- gnifery, with which 
their wices and follies embitter every age... 

__ Whiereas,to good men, no period of ifs is infupportable, be- 
caufe they draw their chief heppine(s from fources w 
independent of age or tame; vis, Wifdom, “se and V 
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~ V HAT have. I fuftered, my. dear, Aza, fince ¥ Net! 


crated to.thee my. laf knots! The Jols of my Quipos was 
yet wanting to complete my pains: but when my officious 
perfecutors perceived that work to augment my diforder, 
they deprived me of the ufe of them: 

At laft they have reftored to me the treafure of my ten- 
dernefs; but with many tears did F purchafe it. Only this 
exprefiion of my fentiments had } remaining, the mere for- 
rowful confolation of painting my grief to thee: and could 


I lofe it, and not defpair.? My. ftrange deftiny has {natched | 


from me even the relief. which the unhappy find in {peak- 
ing of their pains, One is apt to think there is pity when 
one is heard, and from the participation of forrow arifes fome 
comfort: I cannot make. myfelf underftood, and am fur- 
wounded with gaiety. I cannot even enjoy that new kind 
of entertainment to which the inability of communicating 
my thoughts reduces me. -Eavironed with importunate per- 
fons, whole attentive looks difturh the compoled [olicitude 
of my foul, I forget the faireft. prefent which, nature has 
made us, the power to render our ideas impenetrable with. 
out the concurrence of our will, 1 am fometimes afraid that 
thefe curious favages difcover the difadvantageous re fle€tions 
with. which | am. inipired by the oddnefs of their conduét. 
One moment, deftroys..the opinion which another, had 
given me of theinchasaéter; for if I am {wayed by the fre- 
quent oppofition of their wills to mine, 1 cannot doubt but 
they belicve mo their flave, and that their power is tyran- 
nical, Not to reckon.up an infinite number of other.con- 
tradiftions, they refule me, my dear Aza, evea the necef- 
fary aliments for the fuftenance of life, and the liberty of 
chufing what place I would lie in: they keep me, bya kind 
of. violence,.in. the, bed, . which. is.become, infupportable to 
me, On the other fide, if I refle& on the.extreme.concern 
they have fhewn for the prefervation of my days, and. the 


refpe&. with which the fervices they render me are accom- } 


panied, I am tempted to believe that they take me fora 
ipecies fuperior to human kind, Not one of them appears 
before me without bending. his bedy, more or lefs, as we 
“ufed to dg in, worfhipping the Sun, The Cacique. feems to 
_ attempt to imitate the ceremonial of the Incas on ie days of 
mi*; he _kneels. cown very @igh my bed-fide, and con- 


tinues a confiderable time in that painful pofture : fometimes 
he keeps filent, and, with his eyes cat down, feems to think 
td A {ce in his countenance that refpe€@ful confu- 
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| at <o ‘infpites us*with when fpoker 


fien whiich the e 

aloud. i he Gis ah =i gle tf of taking ‘hold of my 
‘hand, he pits hig fe ft Wich the fanié vetiefation’ that 
“we five for the facred diadémt, Sometimes he “utters a 


Ht ne hymber of “words, which’ dre not at all liké the érdi- 


nay ngs gc oF his' nation : the found of them is more loft, 
nore diktiad, ang’ tho harmonious. He joins to this that 
air of “concer iW hick he foreruitiner of ‘tears, thofe fighs 
which expre!s ie “nedetfivies' oF the foul, the molt plaintive 
action, and. all that ufuafly accompanies the defire of obtain- 
ing favours! ‘Alas! ‘in dear Aza, if he knew me well, if 
he was not in’ fome “erfor with regard to my being, what 
prayer couldhe have to addréfs to'mce ? 

Mutt they’ not be an idvlatréus nation ? I have rot yet 


+ 








feen any adoration paid by them'to the Sun: perhaps they 
make woman the obje& of their worthip. Before the great 
Manco-capact brought down to earth the will of the Sun, 
our anceftors deified whatever ftruck them with dread or 
pleafure ; perhaps thefe favages feel thefe two fentiments 
with regard to woman. But if they adore me, would they 
add to my misfortunes the hédious conftraint in which they 

me? No, they would endeavour to pleafe me; they 
would obey the tokens of my will; } fhould be free, and 
releafed from this odious habitation: I fhould go in fearch 
of the mafter of my foul, one- of whofe looks would efface | 
me memory of all thefe misfortunes. 

t——__—_—__] 


LETTER VI. 
She difcovers where fae is; her defpair on the 


occafion. 


\ \ HAT an horiable furprize, my dear Aza! how are 
our woes augmented! how deplorable is our condition ! 
our evils are without remedy; I have only to tell thee of 
them, and to die, At laft they have itted me to get 
up, and with hafte I availed myfelf, of the liberty. I drew 
myfelf to a fmall window, which I opened with all the 
précipitation that my curiofity in{pired.— What did I fee? 
Dear fove of my life, I fhall not find expreflions to paint 
the excels of my afion'fiment, and the incurable defpair 
that feized me, when I difcumtined round me nothing but 
that terrible element, the very fight of which makes me 
tremble. My firft glance did but too well inform.me what 
occafioned the troublefome motion of our dwelling. I am 
in one of thofe floating houfes which the Spaniards made 
ufe of to arrive at our unhappy Countries, and of which a 
very imperfe& defcription had been given me. Conceive 


To Aza: 














my dear Aza, what difmal ideas entered my foul with this 
fatal Leowlerige . Tam certain that they are carrying me 
from thee reathe no more the fame air, nor do I inha 
bit the fame element.” Thou ‘wilt ever_be ignorant where 
Iam, whether I love tee,’ ‘whether, I ‘exitt; even’ ‘the dif- 


* The great name wae Pasbecamt, why oe bs ome 
always with 

+ They Saint diodeskt Mat Mancocapac in the faine aes ae 
Roman Catho ed iil the sie Tat Gs rei faints. 

$ The fi Legit at ae ladies ee the hiftery of the ‘tate. * 

















knew it better, I thould not think my fe 
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folution of my ia wit not appear an event confiderable 
enough. to be co 





days, | 





would fully convince me that their rejoicings were in honor 


of that divine luminary, if the cenduét of the Cacique was 


Dear arbiter of my 
of what value ae a Tife be to thee . ? Permit me || conformable to that of the rett. 





to render to the a eke infu 


can no more enj a 
live no longer. In 


fee thee aga 
lofing what I Tove, the ete is tant. 
hilated to me; it.is now nothing but a vaft defart, which | 


I fill with the cries of my Jove, Hear them, dear objett of 
my tendernefs ; be touched with them, and fulfer me to die! | 


Whiat error feduces mie? my dear Aza, it is not thot that | 
| ly any but his to fupport. 


makeft me live: it is timmid Nature, which fhuddering 


with ‘horror, lends this voice, more powerful than its own, 


to retard an end which to her is always formidable :——but it 
is over ;—the moft ready means fhall deliver me from her'| 
regrets.—Let the fea. forever fwallow up in its waves my 
unhappy tendernefs, my life, and 
moft unfortunate Aza, receive the Taft fentiments of my 
heart, which never admitted but thy image, was willing to 
live but for thee, and dies full of thy love. I love thee, 1 
think it, I feel it Rill, and J tell it thee for the laft time.-— 
—=—=—=— 


LETTER VH. 
To Aza: fhe repents of her defperate purpofe. 


Aza. thou haft not loft all: I breathe, and-thou reigneft 
ftill in one heart. The-vigilence of thofe who watch me 
defeated my fatal defign, and I have only the foame left of 
baving attempted its. execution, It would be too long to in- 


form thee of an enterprize that failed as foon as it was pro- } 


joated. 
if thou had been a witnefs of my pafEon? My reafon, fub- 
jefted to defpair, was no longer a fuccour to me: my. life 
fcemed to ine worth nothing: 1 had forgot thy love. 

How cruel is cool temper after fury! how different are 


the points of fight on the fame objet! In the horror of | 


defpair ferocity is taken for courage, and the fear of fuffer. 
ing for firmnels of mind. Leta look, a furprife call us back 
to ourfelves, and we find thet weaknels only was the ptin- 
ciple “of our heroilm ; ; that repentance is the fruit of it, and 
contempt the recompenfe. The knowledge of my fault is 
the moft fevere puniihment of it. —Abandoned to the bitter- 
nefs of repentance, buried under the veil of fhame, I hold 
myfelf ata diftance, and fear that my body occupies too 
much fpace: I would hide it from the light : my tears flow 


“in abundance ; my grief is calm, not a figh expires, though 


lam quite given up to it. Can I ‘do’ much to expiale my 
crime ? it was againft thee.. In vain, for two days together, 
thele beneficent favages have endeavoured to ‘make mea pat- 
taker of the joy. that tranfports them, I am in’ continual 
doubt what can be the caufe | of this joy; but, even if 1 

fe worthy to fhare in |} 
their feftivals.. Their dances, their jovial exclamations, a 
red liquor likeMays,® of which they drink abundantly, their 


: eagerne(s to view the fun whenever: they can perceive him, 
- “ai ati isa plant whereof the ‘tndian’ Make a very Rrong and falutary, 


which they offer Bp de Sea oh ERT tps," bt bi dyunk with 
after the facriftce is over. See Biflory of the Incan + Ps bac 


y. defpair,—Receive, | 
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and muit be Aung ; if the funk, then fhe was innocent. 





But, far from! taking’ part if.\the ‘public joy, fince the 
fault 1 committed, he interefts. himfelf only in my ferrow. 
His zeal is more refpe€tful, his cares are more affiduous, and 
his attention is moré’ exa& and curious.- He underftood 
that the continual prefence of the favages of his train about 
me, was an addition to my afliGion ; he has delivered me 
from their troublefome officioufnels, ond Ihave now fearce- 


Wouldf thou believe it my dear Aza, there are fome 
moments in which I feel a kind of {weetnels in thefe mute 
dialogues ; the. fire of his eyes recals to my mind the image 
of that which I have feen in thine :. the fimilitude is fuch 
that it feduces my heart., Alas that this ill is tranfient, 
and that the regrets which follow it are durable! they will 
end only with my life, fince I live for thee alone, 








ANECDOTE. 


A sour the year 1727, when the back fettlers of this 
country were as proverbial for their prejudices as ever the firlt 
fettlers of Plymouth were, an old woman about 120 miles 


| from Richmond, on James river, was fo unfortunate as to 


have a fow fitter pig with two tails, This circumfance 
foon overran the fettlement.. A general alarm ‘was fpread ; 


} and the parfon of the parifhi was reforted to by the affrighted 


people to account for this wonderful phenomenon. The 
fage divine, after duly confidering the affair, declared that as 
all pigs by nature were endowed’ with bat one tail, it Was 
probable that’ the devil was officidus'in the generation of this 
litter, and a¢ fie canhot make any thing perfett, thele two 


| tailé ‘were left ag a mark of his imperfefion.” The parfon 


further obferved, that‘as other neighbours -had fows, on 
whom the evil fpirit might have tried his operations, his 
partiality for this old woman was a proof that fhe muft have 


2 conne&ion with him, and that the could be nothing lefs 
} than @ witcén. 
| hended, and it was determined to tie her up ina fack and 


The poor woman was immediately appre. 


throw her into the river, when if the floated the was a witch, 
A vaft 
concourfe of people affembled on the banks to fee the opera- 
tion ; and while the church wardens were abfolutely engaged 


| in ‘drawing the ‘bag over her, a col. Txylor who lately ar- 


rived from freland, hit on the following {tratagem to fawe her. 
~* ‘By my foul,” faid he to the wardens, “ ye are all wrong ; 
you know nothing of witches; now in Ireland, we have 
fourid out a much furer way, without half the trouble.” The 
people were anxious to hear the frifh method: “ why (fays 
the colonel) my jewels, we put the woman tm one {cale and 
) the big church Bible in the other: if the bible outweighs 
the woman fhe is awiteh, and muft be barnt; but if ‘the 
woman is the heavielt, the is no witch, by my foul.” The 
colonel’s method was approved of ; the trial made, and thus 
the life of a woman tved, who, but for col. Taylor's 


ftratagem, mutt have fallen a facrifice to the “a and 
prejudices ef an illiterate people, . 
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51g eacal! prog: siidisqemt? dy Syeq Orie Sete 1 
DRAB iter! df Pe AcAion' ate’ dpreed,° that ‘punifiments 
moder A tithes HIVE 1S AY ptoportion tthe etithes 10 whi 
they dré“antrexed; Sve on ‘that Teale oF barbdrous julbies 
by’ which they Weté'inrroduced. °’ Few, however, hive hat 
the: wiftomn 6" di febvel,” or ‘the’ bolanefs ‘to declare, the 
trae caufe of ‘the “eVil'; dnd While We remain’ ignorant oF 
the caule, it is no wonder that we failin‘fifdmy fhe temé- 
dys 946 the” goons of medifitidh Ua the Mmiferies of eivi- 
Hized life; Ihave Beén almoff ted tS” adope this conclufion, 
Phat lSeicty itfelf is te eaufe oF afl érimes ; and, as fuch, } 
it-has*no’ right to panith them 3t all” But, whout imdulg- 
ittg the’ feverity of ‘this’ unqualified affeition, we may ven- 
ture to fay; that every punifhr ‘nt is a new crime ; though 
it may not in afl tafes ‘Be {6 great ‘as would fcllow from omit- 
ting to punith, eng a 

There is a manifeft difference between pumifiment and 
sorreflion ; the latter, among rational beings, may always be 
performed by inftru€tion ; or at molt by gentle [pecies of 
teftraint. But punifhment, on_the part of the public, 
arifes fiom no other fource but a jealouly of powcr. It is 
@ confefhion of the imability of fociety, to prote& itfelf 
againft an ignorant or refra€tory meniber, When there are 
faétions in 2 fate, contending ‘fer the fupreme command, 
the pains infli@ed by each party are fummary ; they often. 
precede the crime ; and the faftious wreak their vengeance 
on each other, a5 a prevention of expeétcd injuries. Some- 
thing very fimilir to this is what perpetually takes place in 
every nation, in what is called a ftate of tranquility and 
order. For government has ufually becn nothing, more 
than @ regulated faftion. The party which governs, and 
the party which relu€tanily fubmits to be governed, main- 
tain @ continual confli€t ; and out of that confit proceed 
the erimes and the punifhments, or, more properly {peak- 
ing, the punifhments and the crimes. When we {ee the. 
power of the nation feizing an individual, dragging him.to 
a tribunal, pronouncing him worthy of death, and then, 
going through the folemn formalities of exceution, it. is 
natural to afk, what is the meaning of all this? It certainly 
means, that the nation isin a flate.of civil war; and even 
in that barberous Mage of war, when it is thought neceflary |} 
to put all prifoners to death, In deciding the queftion, | 
whether @ particular criminal fhould be put to death, J ne- 
ver would afk what is the nature of his offence; it has |} 
nothing to do with the queftion: 1 would Simply enquire, 
what is the condition of the fociety. If it be in.a Rate of 
internal peace, 1 would fay it was wicked and abfurd to 
think of infliGing fuch punifament. To plead that there 
is a necefiity for that delperaic remedy, proves a want of, 
energy in the government, or of wifdom in the natioa, 

When men are ia the ftate of war, with the enemy's bay- 
onets pointed a their breafts, or when they are in the heat | 
of arevolytion, encompaficd by treafon, and tormented by | 
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corruption, there is an apology for human. flaughter 3 but |) thinking he has bothe.. 2 | | 


peace, the punifiment 








ith rer chatiak cir government, 


when you have. é 
founded on the bape, inyigorated by the enlighten- 


Sah Sentaar ol Ae pemPtGa fb nts limes obi ie, Hid 
vengeance,. whic reat ely, \? tyrants and ulurpers, I 
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fould with thet your coultitutiep might declare, nptmercly 
what it has rehayd eclared, that. the penal code, fhall be re- 
formed, but, that, thi 


with a ecrtain period after the return iof 
1 podeath. fiat be abolifec's It oughe 
in it eucthe Jigidltive, body to, foften. the 


hkewife to en 
ents in. general, till they fhall amount to 


rigour of, g anit 

little more, than a tendex paternal correftion, . Whoever will 
Took into the human heajt,.and examine the order. of nature 
in foriety, mut be convinced. that this,is the. mo& Jikely 
method of preventing the commiffion of eximes. Bur, 

In order to be copfiftent with yousfelves in, removing 
thofe abules whieh ave Jaid the foundation of all offences 
againit fociety, beth in crimes and punjfhments, you ought 
to paya farther attention.to, the neceflity of public injlrufion. 
It fs your duty, as a conitituent affembly to eRablith a fyitem 
of government that fhall improve the morals of mankind. 
In raifing a people from flavery to freedom, you have called 
them to a& on a new theatre ; and it is a neceffary part of 
your bufinefs, to teach them how to perform their parts. 

By difcovering to a man his rights, you impofe upon him 
a new fyftem of duties, Every Frenchman born to liberty, 
muft now claim, among the firft of his rights, the right’ of 
being’ inftru€ted in the maaner of preferving them, This 
the fociety has no authority to refufe ; and to fail of en- 
joying it on the legiflative body, asa part of its conftant 
cate, would be to countera& the principles of the revolution, 
and‘expole the whole fyftem to be overturned. 

From what the conftitution has already declared on this 
head, ‘and from the difpofition of the two laft affemblies, 
I have no doubt but confiderable attention will be paid to 
it ; but I with in, this place to yecommend it to a more par- 
ticular confideration, as a fubje& conne&ed with criminad 
law. ‘It is certain that no obedience can be rationally ex~ 
peéted from any iman to a law which he does not know. 
It is not only unjuft, but abfurd and even impoflible; to en- 
forée his obedience. It is therefore but half the bufinefs of 
legiflators to make good laws; an indifpenfible part of 
their duty is to fee that every. perfon in the ftate thall per- 
fe€tly underftand them, The barbarous maxim of jurifpru- 
dence, That ignorance of the law is no excufe to the offender, 
is an infolent apology to tyranny, and ought never to dit- 
grace the policy of a rational government. 

I think, therefore, it would do. honour to your eonititu- 
tion, and ferve as a ftimulus to your legiflature, and to your 
magiftrates, in the great duty of inftruétion, to declare, That 
knowledge is the foundation of obedience, and that laws frali have 
no authority but where they are underfood. ' 

— 
OBSERVATION: 


Noruine keeps a man froth being tich, like thinking 
he has. cnovghs nothing from knowledge and wildom like 
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I HUS, while the” credulous ulia was indulging a vif- 
ionary hope, Aimworth difmiffed from his mind. the remem- 


| brane’ of this occiirrence, and imployed his thoughts on 
. matters of more importance. It” was his uftal cultom to 


of Lard 
Wie 


walk round his plantations at the clofe of day ; and, in thele 
rambles, he had féveral times eaught an imperfeet glance of 


Almeria Sandford, who always fled at his approach. , He 
mentioned ‘this circumftince to his Reward, ‘who readily re- . 


cognized the ‘perion of Almetia in the revi tint his Jord- 
fhip gave of the bafhfut maid. ‘In thefe tranfitory views of 
the flying nymph he perceived that fhe was fair, and of an 


exquifite’ ford. “His ‘coriofity was ‘excited ; and the vene- 


rable Malden, his ‘ftewatd, retited the narrative of Almeria 
and her family, Aimworth liftened with attention to his 
faithful domeftic ; and,’ when the refeue of his father from 
the furious tempeft by the intrepid Sandford, met his ear, 
the tear of gratitude fwam in his eye: and he gently re- 
proached Malden for not reviving in his mind a circumftance, 
which, though often repeated by bis father, had been loft 
amidft the dazzling fcenes that attra€ted his attention, He 
recolleéted to have leveral times feen Mr. Sandford, but his 
wife and daughter were unknown ‘to him. | His lordfhip 
then impatiently enquired for the houfe which they inha- 
bited, and made himfelf mafter of every particular that re- 
lated to thefe fectuded people. He foon honoured them 


with a vifit; and repeated thofe a€ts of kindnels and bene- | 


volence which they had formerly received from his noble 
father, He admired the beauty of Almeria; with her un- 
derftanding he was enchanted. Each fuccéeding vifit be- 
came longer than the preceding one ; and, when he retired, 
it was with increafing telu€tarnce. “In fhort, he fourd that 
Almeria poffeffed his heart ; and he felt no pleafure equal to 
that which he experienced in her fociety. ‘* In the circles 
of fathion,”’ faid he, addreffing himfelf to Almeria, * amid 
fcenes of gaiety and fplendour, I have fought for happinefs, 
but fill 1 chafed a phantom, Difgufted with the noife and 
félly of the town, it has fled from p and greatnefs, and 
hastaken refuge in Almetia’s cottage. Would you, dear 
matd, permit me to fhare with you the bleffings of the tran- 
quilgoddefs ; would you permit me to call you mine; every 
futuire morment’ of my ‘life would be unknown to pain, be 
free from wretchedné:s.”—Almeria eaft her eyes in bathful 
modefty‘on the ground, Her mother looked at Aimworth 
with: furptize.. ‘He’ repeated his requeft, and afked permil- 
fiom to wed Alnitria. His manner left no room to fufpe& 
his fineerity,: Mrs. Sandford referred him to her daughter ; 
Almeria difguifed not’ thé feelings’ of her ‘heart ; and his 
lordfhip took his leave, in the full confidence of poffefling 
her heart. Immediate, preparations were made for the nup- 
tials, which were agreed 
neceflgr arrangemets.could be mades » 9» © | is hee 

‘The seul pf Almeria had net-only attrated the notice 

i 
bad ‘ 
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F} the feat of his far 
jj the lovely orphan, and had difeonered the place of hee 


tie 


45 
been fafeipated. by us power. Mre Selwyn Stockwell hact 
relinquifhed the fatigues of bufine(s for a fhort excurfion to 
r.’ In his perambulations he had feen 


habitation, His filter had furnifhed him with the partieu- 
Jars of her {ation ;. concealing, indeed, a pact of the 
ttuth, and fupplying jts deficiency with fétions from ker 
Creative fancy. This mifrepre‘entation ef his fier \hadim- 
preffed the mind of Selwyn with the idea that.a, changeiof 
‘fitudtion, evén on any terms, would be acceded to bythe 
‘objc& of his licetious thoughts, . Selwyn, whofe featiments 
of men and manners were drawn froma view of the wnfa- 
vourable fide of the piéture of human nature; and whofe 
chief knowledge was confined to the lofs and gain of trade, 
and bufinefs of the. compting-houfe ; hefitated not 4 offer 
to this child of poverty—for fuch he was taught to confider 
Almeria—the acceffion of wealth, on terms, the groffnels 
of which fhocked her foul with horror. “Young Stockwell 
immediately perceived that he had been mifinformed ; and 
ftammered out, in his retreat, What he withed ta bejtaken 
for apologies, pre ert 

* Was it not fufficient for tie filler,’ faidthe weeping 
maid, ‘to treat me with haughtinefs and contempt ; but the 
brother muft edd infult to her demeanour?” In this fitua- 
tion Lord Aimworth found his beloved Almeria,:.. It \was-ite 


\| vain that fhe ftrove to check her emotions of grief, which 


increafed at his approach ; and drew from the aftonified 
lover an eager enquiry into the caufe of her tears,» Too 


to the indignant Aimworth her interview with Mr, Stock- 
well, Aimworth’s f{pirit fired at the relation ; and, turnio 

from Almeria, he was on the point of following the dattard 
infulter of her honour, when Sir Richard and his daughter 
paffed the door of the cottage, and arrefted his fteps, They 





ould take place as feon as the |! 


mworth ; a lover of a different complexion had. 





ftarted} and looked furprized, at the fight of his lordthip in 
this humble habitation; and were on the point of addrefs 
fing him, when an angry glance from Aimworth awed them 
into filence, : 

* Your fon, Sir,” faid the enraged lover, * is a villain—~ 
a bafe and paltry villain-—who has had the brutality to infule 
where refpett was due. He has offered violence to a de- 
feneelefs female, who by the laws of nature is entitled to 
proteftion.—This lady, Sir,” continued he, taking hold of 
Almeria’s hand, “ he has fhocked wit) propofitions which 
I blufh to think on. Her benevolence forgives the injury; 
‘but, henceforth, let him be more cautious; a repetition of 
‘the infult may endanger his fafety: and, when next he fees, 
or {peaks of Almeria, Ict him refle&, that the is the perfon 
whom I have fele&ed to be the partner of my Future life, 
_and in whom a few revolving days will give me a hufband’s 
intereft,” Then, hafteping from the aftonifhed knight and 
his mortified daughter, he retired with Almeria injo the 
Cottage. 3 eo ; 

Thus were the hopes of the divine Julia, in ope moment, 
| blafted for ever; and all thofe dreams of greatnefs which’ 





; iew, and tetminated by difappointmenty The lNeentious: 





Ive vain delufive pride had cherifhed, vanifhed from her 
‘ 





fimple, and too candid, to difguife what the felt, the related © 












































em wed 
% ’ 
nbn 


~ 
are prpens 















46.- SENTIMENTAL AND LITERARY MAGAZINE, 


Selwyn, dreading the anger of the indignant Aimworth, |j,and nothing more, And could it be proved, that the fafety 
made a precipitate retreat from the village; and, in a few,|of the community depended wholly on the death of crimi- 
days, was followed by the reft of his family, who fickened at‘ nals, and that it had no, other means of felf-defence, I 
the approaching moment that was to raife the humble but Mhould readily yield the palm of vittory. 
deferving Almeria to a rank congenial with her virtues, and Ste bee el a 

to releafe her from thole cruel and unprovoked infults fh _ Augufls. 
was wont to experience from the family of the proud and jf; © , siege Me 
contemptuous Stockwell. 
"Eag winbitiots ‘Fula’ dwid ake’ brasil Selwyn ‘wert tefl Gl - maggie nah 
deplore their mutual difappointment ; while their condu€}) , ” it SM Meee “ep -_ 
dave to the world another proof, that Pride is a weed which As Dr, Franklin was going up Ludgate-hill one day, with 
thrives beft in a barren foil. his {peftactes on (as was his ufual cuftom), he turned round 
‘to look at one of the print-fhops: while in this fatuation a 
porter with a load bruthed by him, which turned the Doétor 
quite round, exclaiming at the fame time—‘! d—n your fpec- 
tacles, Mafter.”” Upon which the Doftor, gravely pulling 
off his hat, replied, “I thank you my good friend ; it is not 
the firft time my /pectacles have faved my eyes.” 

= 


Or POPE. 









ZULINDUS. 
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For the SENTIMENTAL aad Literary Macazins. 


Meliss. Evirons, 


Hap Exritorus confined himfelf to language of an 
intelligible nature, he might have expeéted a minute anfwer P 
toevery pert of his addrefs, The defence of the gentleman OPE was one evening at Button’s coffee-houfe, where 
in favor of capital punifhments (if I may call it by that name ) he and a fet of literati had got poring over a Latin manu- 
contains a few hard-founding, far-fetched words, which might || fcript, in which they found paflages that none of them could 
haveenf{wered his views, could they bave been underftood. |! comprehend. A young officer, who hearing their confer- 
His wifi appears to have been good when he commenced his || ence, begged that he might be permitted to look at the paf- 
jece ; yet 1 cannot divelt myfelf of the idea, but that he || fe, « Oh,” fays Pope farcaftically, “ by all means; pray 
. conttary. to his feclings. Whenever he advanced to i! let the young gentleman look at it.”” Upon which the offi- 
the fpirit of the queftion, it ated upon his nerves with fuch || cer took up the manufcrupt, and, confidering a while, faid 
_ Vigor, as made him leave it without a fingle: particle of proof }! there only wanted a note of interrogation to make the whole 
whereon he might fabftantiate his pofition. » He at length, || intelligible: which was really the cafe. “ And pray Maf- 
after feveral atrempts, afferts, that when oe deprives ter,” fays Pope, with a fmeer, ‘“* What is a note of intzrro- 
apother of life, it “demands a Gmilar retortion.” This |! gation ?”” replied the young fellow, with a look of great 
puts me in mind of the woodman who having dropped his contempt, * it is a little crooked thing that afks qucitions,”* 
axe head into the water, got in a pet and threw the handle || - fos Bs 
after it: here two lives muft be deftroyed to gratify the paf- 


figns, and glut the fordid ‘appetites of the relatives of the Some of the cafts of the Hindoos, it is well known, ne- 
deceafed. For my own part: }.think the argument ought to 7] ye, kill any animal themfelves, and frequently redeem them 
be reveried ; that by fj paring his life he might make repara- |] gon others, in order to give them their lives and liberties, 
tion to fociety for the injury it had fuftained, by being em- |] This caftom (fays the traveller Pietro della Valla) was one 
ployed in its fervice, and thereby be reinftated to that fociety day the occafion: of an édd- witake in the market 2t Qanial, 
whole laws he had infringed.” ‘It is not unto man that ven- 1 4 Chyriftian decfled in the Hindoo habit went up toa fowler, 
geance belongeth. Is it lawful for'us to do evil that good }} 1, pad got fome live birds ina cage, and. purchaled them; 
may come? ‘Wee unto him, fays the Prophet, that buildeth 1) iin the intention of making his dinner of them, . The feller, 
his houfe by uarighteoufnels ; and fhall we then be juftifia- taking him for a native, immediately upon receiving the: mos 
ble in building the houle of our peace and f:curity in the ney, fet open.the oa door, snd-let the» birds fysooThe 

bleod of uur fellow men, while other modes of punifhment Chriftian, sR af 4 Lana — 
can be adopted? Certainly not. to vociferate; and complained, that he was cheated...la 
Again, the gentleman feems to think that “ fociety ought j fhort, when the miftake was difcovered,.the poor fowler wag 
to concur in the extirpation of that life” which has bafely | compelled to ave the money, and left to catch his birds 
infringed its laws. Here 1 with to be informed by that gen- | again, how he could, ~_ ; Tree : 
tletman, who gave fociety this right over our lives? We et Oe ee | ; 
LABOUR AND LIBERTY. 


could not grant that liberty ourfelves, for that would’be giv- ’ 
ing them a power which we outfeves ncver pollelled: and |} OF two brothers, oné ferved the king, and the othertoil- 
the fame arguments which would prove it to be transferrable # ed hard for his food. "The formér fying to the fatter, « Why 
to others, would jultify fuicide, | Society, therefore, like an || do yéa nut fervé the king, dnd’get rid of your foil ?* was an™ 
iudividual im the Gstc of nature, bas the sight of felf-defence | (wered, “ why do’ riot you toil, and get rid of your avery.” 


_ 
——— 
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i For the Saxvvrewpas reg Litegany Mabazire. 
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- REFLECTIONS, 


" bee is ‘BAifkea 1” and man has fnatched from Heaven the 
prerogative of Deity—he has doomed to death a creature like 
himfelf. 

Man was fafhionéd by Jehovah after his own likenefs, and 
in the image of God was he created +’ Into his noftrils did 
Omnipotence breathe the breath of life, 

‘Having received his being from the Ruler of the fhies, he 
became wholly dependent on him for fupport and for exift- 
ence.—His life was facred—folemnly was. it guaranteed by 
God ; and to him alone belonged the right of taking it. 

But man, the flimfy gew-gaw of a day, aims at poffefling 
himfelf of power equal to his maker; and willingly does he 
afpire at wielding the thunderbolts of Heaven. 

How long has the world groaned in flavery! How long 
has mankind patiently bore. the fhackles of defpotifm! And 
how nobly have they at length burft them affunder ! 

Yet, to our thame, we are willing flavesto the felleft ty- 
ranny that ever difgraced our globe. O Cuflom! how do 
we crowd to thy fhrine! Thine altars continually fmoke 
with incenfe, offered by “* the moft free and enlightened nation 


under Heaven 1 / !/” 
. Li B. 


THE VALUABLE SERMONS. 


FROM A LONDON PAPER. 


A FEW months ago, two gentlemen who had been ex- © 


ecutors tothe will of a friend, on examining into the property 
left by the teftator, found they could not difcharge the lega- 
cies by fome hundreds of pounds ; aftonifhed at this circuth- 
ftance, as the deceafed had frequently informed them he 
fhould have more than fufficient for that purpcle, they made 
the moft diligent fearch among his papers, &c. and found a 
{crap-of paper on which was written, “ feven hundred pounds in 
Tilt.” | This they took in the literal fenfe of it ; but as their 
friend had never been in trade, they imagined it fingular he 
fhould keep {uch afum of money in a ti; however they 
examined ai} his apartments carefully, but in vain ; and after 
repeated attempts to difcover it, gave overthe fearch. They 
fold his library of books to an eminent bookfeller near the 
Mews, and said the legacies in proportion. The fingularity 
of ‘the circumftance occafioned them fre ntly to converfe 
about it; and they recdtlé@ed aimdng the 
had taken place upwards of feven weeks before) thete was 


a folic edition af Tillotfon’ 


aper,, ‘made. ene of them immediately wait on Mr.—— who 
purchafed the books, end atk him if he had the edition 


of, Tileston, ,swhich hed besa mang, the books fot to him : 


an 


















s fold (which. 


Sermons, The probability of this. 
being. what was altuded to by the word Tilt, on the piece of ' 


on his reply in'the affirmmtive, andthe volumes being bonded 
down, the gentlemen immediatély purchafed them, »nd on 
carefully examining the leaves, found'bank notes fingly dif- 
perfed in various places in the volumes, to the amount of 
Seven hundred pounds ! But what perhaps is no lefs remarkable 
than the preceding, the book feller informed him thata gcn- 
tleman at Cambridge, reading in his catalouge of this editioa 
to be.fold, had written to him, and defired it might be dent 
to Cambridge, which was accordingly done ;. but the books 
not anfwering the genticman’s expettations, had been re- 
turned, and had been in the book feller’sthop ‘till the period 
of this very fingular difcovery. 
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MARRIED, 


On Sunday evening laft, by the Rev. Mr. Strebeck, Mr. 
Nata#aniet Ranp, to Mifs Hannau Vay Nostaanp, 
both of Brooklyn, [L. 1.} 

On Saturday the 22d ult. by the Rev. Dr. Foltef Mr. 
Benjamin Isnerwoop, to Mils Faxny Deciew, both 
of this city. 

On Sunday evening fe’nnt. by the Rev. Dr, Linn. Capt. 
Anprew Marscnatk, of, the United, States Army, to 
Milfs Susax,M’Dowatp of this city, 

At Mufquito Cove, onthe ad inf. by the Rey. Mr. oe, 
Mr. Jounx Cvary, merchant of Charlefton, (S. Ci) to Mga 
Carnarrne Garren, of this citys ~ - 

At Philadelphia, by the Rewi. Dr. U ftick, Mr. Wituia 
Hancock, printer, to Mifs Ans Gavin, 


DIED, 


At Philadelphia, after a thort illnefs, Mrs, Mary Smith, 
relié of the late Thomas Smith, Efq, 

In the Poor-houfe of Fredericks-town, on the 2d, ult. 
an old mulatto man, aged 180 years. He has been a flave to 
old colonel Sims’s father—was libera'ed about forty years 
ago. He was an induftrious and faith{ul fervent. . 


~~ 


—— 
METEOROLOGICL oBsznvTIONS. 
From the goth ult, to the 5th inft. 
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Oh fent from heaven to charm the grove, 
Where fquint-ey'd envy ne’er can come; 
Nor pines the cheek with heedie{s love, 
Nor anguifh chills the living bloom. 


For the Semtrmentat and Larerary Macazixe. 
THE ADIEU. 
TO A YOUNG LADY; WRITTEN BY A YOUNG CENTLEMAN 
ON LEAVING HIS NATIVE COUNTRY. 


Orxcz bave 1 feen you, many times beheld 


My eyes attra€ted, and my heart compell’d, 
Did bura with Verticordia’s facred fire. 


Sweet conftitution of my paradife, 
How fragrant the impreflions of thy feet; 
How {weet the echo of that warbling voice, 
Tis heaven to dwell where fuch pérfections meet! 


In you all that I im your fex admire : | sd 


For fuch an heaven, © how my. foul would pine, 
And languifh hepele{s on Mnemofynes fhore ; 
And quite forlorn a wearied head recline, 
To Morfe’s numerous hoft and be no mare, 


No more my ears elated with the lay, 

No more my heart enraptured with the found, 
No more my eyes in extacy furvey 

The lovelieft nymph with radient glory crown’d. 


Ja vain would heave my bofom with a figh, 

In vain the throbings of my breaft rebound; 
Iu vain the rolling drops from either eye 

Would flow in filent flreams upon the ground. 


O cruel fortune! that had deftin’d me 
To fuch a diftance, and a ftrange unknown: 
« Prom fuich a combine of felicity ; 
Thole ftreams do center but in you alone. 


And muft my thirfting foul thus pine oppreft, 
Nor tafte of thofe delicious ftreams that glide 
Within the channel of that downy breaft, 
And there alone their ftately billows hide? 


Alas! too true it is, and ftill muft be, 
J muit fubmit to fate’s viGorious reigu, 
And bow and groan beneath my deftiny, 
An alien and a flranger ftill remain. 


An alien into grievous exile caft, 
A ftranger by report, and to your view; 
And by misfortune’s fad untimely bla, 
_Relu@antly conftrain’d to bid adiev. 
ADMIRITUS. 
—= 


For the Sextamentan and Lirerary Macazine. 


ON INNOCENCE. 


Han Innocence! celeftial maid! i 
_. What joys thy blufhing charms reveal, 
Sweet as the arbor’s cooling thade, 











But fpotlefs beauty rob’d in white, 

Sits on yon mofs-grown hill reclin'd, 
Serene as heaven’s refulgent light, 

And puge as Celia’s gentle mind. 


Grant, heavenly power, thy peaceful fway 
May fill my ruder thoughts controu! ; 
Thy hand to point my dubious way, 
Thy voice to footh my finking foul. 


Let dove-ey’d peace her wreath bellow, 
And oft fit lift’ning in the dale, 

While night’s fweet warbler from the bough 
Tells to the grove her plaintive tale. 


SLIDNEY. 





ELIZA. 


V V HEN Morning thot enlivening gleams 
Acrofs the fky in lucid ftreams ; 
When Night roll’d flow in mift away, 
And Nature’s Mufic hail’d the day; 
With bounding heart and cheerful hafte 
The fpangled path I gaily trac’d. 
I faw the landfcape blooming round ; 
1 heard the animating found ; 
The found was fweet, the landfcape fair :-— 
But, oh! Exiza was not there. 


At noon with penfive ftep I firay’d 
Beneath the aromatic fhade, 
Where gentle gales with fond delay 
Among the twining branches play. 
There contemplation rear’s her throne ; 
The mufes cali the thade their own. 
Bright was the mufe’s verdant wreath, 
And mild was zephyr’s balmy breath; 
Refrefhing was the fragrafit afr +— 
But, ob! Exiza was not there. 


At evening’s meditative heur, ; 
Sacred to fancy’s magic power, ; | 
When the fair wanderer.of the night 
Pour'd from the heavens her modeit light, 
I gaz’d upon the lovely fcene, 
Calm, folitary and ferene. 
The folitary icene was fair :— 
But, oh! Exrza was not there. 


Where’er by contemplation borne, 
Whether I mect the ray of mora, 


And milder than the vernal gale. i = Fm ws re beck of noon, 
: rove ath th’ infpiring m 
On thee attend a radient choir, ReficGion comes to th ay cay 
_ Soft fmiling peace and downy reft ; And hope’s enchanting feene deftroy 
With love that prorops the warbling lyre, . i Forbids, the fleetiog biifs to ghare, . é 
And hope that fooths the throbbing break. And tells—* E112 is not there.”* 4 
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